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Date of Interview: 
Form of Interview: 
Attendees: 

Exhibits: 



Claims Discussed: 
Prior Art Discussed: 



10/18/2005 and 10/19/2005 and 10/20/2005 
Telephonic & email 

Mark S. Peloquin (Applicant's Attorney) 

Khoa D. Huynh (Examiner) 

A - Medical Evidence p 43, James Publishing 2004 
B - Proposed amendments to claims 60 and 46 sent 
as an email attachment to Applicant's email 
correspondence of October 19, 2005 as referenced in 
Exhibit C. 

C - Email correspondence, October 20, 2005 

Claims 45-53, 60-67, and 75-113 

Isbit (6256800), Wilk (5551098), 

Tanaka et al. (5201080), Tsipov (5513396), 

Anderson et al. (4764997), Jamison (485943) 
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Proposed Amendments: 

Claim 46 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

supporting a human on a support surface, wherein the support surface 
has a seat portion and a back portion; and 

inspecting an area of the human selected from the group consisting of a 
lower spinal region of th e human's anatomy and an anal region by accessing, 
from behind the human and behind the back portion of the support surface,-a 
posterior rog i on the area of the human through an aperture in the support 
surface. 

Claim 60 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

providing posterior access to a sacral region of a human's anatomy, 
through an aperture in the-a support surface, whon tho human'o l ogo and back 
aro supported on t he support surface having a seat portion and a back portion, 
the access is from behind t he support surface and the aperture relieves pressure 
on a portion of the human's anatom y, the portion includes the sacral region and 
an area between a left cheek and a/ight cheek of the buttock s below the 
human's spine . 

Arguments Presented to Examiner: 

1 .) The amendment to claim 60: " the support surface having a seat portion 
and a back portion " amended in the accompanying Preliminary Amendment 
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dated October 24, 2005, is not necessary to overcome the prior art of record 
(toilet seats and bidets) for the following reason: 

a.) In order to have an aperture in a surface, there must first be a 
surface around which to form the aperture. The art of record does not provide a 
surface that is configured with an aperture such that: "the aperture relieves 
pressure on a portion of the human's anatomy, the portion includes the sacral 
region ...." Applicant's claim 60 (as amended in the accompanying Preliminary 
Amendment dated October 24, 2005). Therefore, since the prior art of record 
does not contain structure that corresponds to the aforementioned claim 
limitation, Applicant's claim 60 (less the aforementioned claim limitation) cannot 
read on the prior art of record. 

2.) Applicant's claim 60 as presented in the Preliminary Amendment dated 
July 6, 2005, i.e., "providing posterior access to a sacral region of a human's 
anatomy , through an aperture in the support surface, when the human's legs and 
back are supported on the support surface" (Appendix B) does not read on the 
prior art of record, (toilet seats and bidets) for the following reason: 

a.) The prior art of record (toilet seats and bidets) do not "support" a 
human's "back." When a human sits on the prior art of record, such as a toilet 
seat, the toilet seat supports a portion of the human's anatomy that is in contact 
with the toilet seat, for example, the persons buttocks and legs above the knees. 
The person's feet are ordinarily supported by the floor. Thus, the person's feet 
are supported by the floor, the person's buttocks and upper legs are supported 
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by the toilet seat and the rest of the human, such as back, arms, head, etc. are 
balanced with support provided to the buttocks and upper legs by the toilet seat 
and floor. It must be noted that without active participation from the human's 
muscular skeletal system to balance the human's back, the human would fall off 
of the toilet seat. Thus, the prior art of record, toilet seat, bidet, etc. does not 
support the human's back as does applicant's claim 60, as presented in the 
Preliminary Amendment dated July 6, 2005. The Examiner incorrectly reads into 
Applicant's claim 60 (as presented in the Preliminary Amendment dated July 6, 
2005) the added requirement that the human balance his or her back while sitting 
on the toilet seat in order to assert that the a toilet seat "supports" a human's 
back as does Applicant's claim 60 as presented in the Preliminary Amendment 
dated July 6, 2005. 

3.) The methods of claims 45 and 46 were discussed. Applicant contends 
that a restriction between these claims is improper since these methods are 
capable of being used together. 

Other Matters Discussed: 

The sacral region of a human's anatomy was discussed and Exhibit A was 
submitted by the Applicant. 

Outcome of Interview: 
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1 . The Examiner agreed that all pending claims, 45-53, 60-67, and 75-1 1 3, 
(as amended in the accompanying Preliminary Amendment dated October 24, 
2005) do not read on the prior art of record (toilet seats and bidets). 



2. It was agreed that the Examiner will remove all restriction requirements 
following entry of the amendments to claims 46 and 60 (as amended in the 
accompanying Preliminary Amendment dated October 24, 2005) and as shown 
above and in EXHIBIT B and referred to in EXHIBIT C. 



< 
i 
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Skeletal System 



43 



but little rotation can be accomplished. The fifth lumbar vertebra is somewhat 
wedge shaped, since it must articulate with the sacrum at a considerable angle. The 
intervertebral discs of the lower lumbar region (L4-5) are the most likely to break 
down, bulge into the intervertebral foramen, and press on the roots of the spinal 
nerves. The angle at which the fifth lumbar vertebra and the sacrum join may cause 
the fifth lumbar vertebra to slip forward. 

Sacrum and Coccyx 

The sacrum (Fig. 3*18) is composed of five fused vertebrae. It articulates above with 
the fifth lumbar vertebra at the lumbosacral joint, laterally with the iliac bones of 
the pelvis at the sacroiliac ($ay-kro-ilYe-ack) joint, andj inferiorly with the coccyx at 
the sacrococcygeal (say-kro-cock-$idgeal) joint. Thejistrong sacroiliac and sacro- 
tuberous (say-kro-toa'ber~us) ligaments posteriorly stabilize the sacrum. The sacrum 
is not only a portion of the spinal column, it is the kejrstone of the pelvis. The inte- 
rior of the sacrum is hollowj it is formed by the remnant of the neural canal of the 
now-fused sacral vertebrae. The inferior opening to the canal is called the sacral hia- 
tus ($a-/kral higk-atefu$). This opening is often used to[introduce anesthesia into the 
spinal column. 

The coccyx is the tailbone. It forms the sacrococcygeal joint with the sacrum. It 
is the anchor point for some of the pelvic muscles and ligaments. Occasionally it can 
be injured in falls. 



Ugamentum ftavum 



Rfth lumbar vertebra v 
Lumbosacral joints 



Sacrum - 



Coccyx- 




Auricular surface * 
(for articulation 
with the Ilium) 



'»■/ /III; , '■ : # 



Iliolumbar ligament 




Sacroiliac ligaments 



- Posterior fibers of the 
sacroiliac ligament 




Sacrospinous ligament 
(dotted lines) 



Sacrotuberous ligament 
Ischium 



Figure 3-18 • The sacrum, pelvis, and posterior ligan 
sacrospinous ligaments anchor and support the sacrum. 



The large sacrotuberous ond 
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APPENDIX B 

Patent Application Serial No. : 1 0/602,495 
Attorney Docket No.: M5015.P001 
Date: October 19. 2005 

Attorney: Mark S. Peloquin, Esq. (206) 447-1 336 

Claim 60 as it appeared in the preliminary Amendment accompanying the 
RCE submitted on July 6 V 2005: 

Claim 60 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

providing posterior access to a sacral region of a human's anatom y, through an 
aperture in the support surface, when the human's legs and back are supported on the 

support surface and the aperture relieves pressure on a portion of the human's anatomy 

fretween a lefj cheek; and right cheek of the buttocks. 

Alternative language for claim $0: 

Claim 60 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

providing posterior access to a sacral region of a human's anatomy, through an 
aperture in the- a support surface, the support surface having a seat portion and a back 
portion, the access is from behind the support surface whon tho human's l ogs and back 
aro Gupportod on tho cupport curfaco and the aperture relieves pressure on a portion of 
the human's anatomy, the portion includes the sacral region and an area between a left 
cheek and a, right cheek of the buttocks below the human's spine. 

Clean version of the alternative language for claim 90: 
Claim 60 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

providing posterior access to a sacral region of a human's anatomy, through an 
aperture in a support surface, the support surface having a seat portion and a back 
portion, the access is from behind the support surface and the aperture relieves 
pressure on a portion of the human's anatomy, the portion includes the sacral region and 
an area between a left cheek and a right cheek of the buttocks below the human's spine. 
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Patent Application Serial No.: 10/602,495 
Attorney Docket No.: M5015.P001 
Date: October 19, 2005 

Attorney: Mark S. Peloquin, Esq. (206) 447-1336 

Claim 46 as it appeared in the preliminary Amendment accompanying the 
RCE submitted on July 6, 2005: 

Claim 46 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

supporting a human on a support surface , wherein the support surface 
has a seat portion and a back portion; and 

inspecting an area of th e human celocted from th e group conc i ot i ng of a 
lower spine spinal region of the human's anatomy and an ana l rog i on by 
accessin g, from behind the human and behind the back portion of the support 
surface, a posterior region of the human through an aperture in the support 
surface. 

AlterrwtfYe tatwaaa fortfelm 49; 

Claim 46 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

supporting a human on a support surface, wherein the support surface 
has a seat portion and a back portion; and 

inspecting an area of the human selected from the group consisting of a 
lower spinal region of tho human'c anatomy and an anal region bv accessing, 
from behind the human and behind the back portion of the support surfaces 
pootor i or rog i on thearea of the human through an aperture in the support 
surface. 
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Patent Application Serial No.: 10/602,495 
Attorney Docket No.: M5015.P001 
Date: October 19. 2005 

Attorney: Mark S. Peloquin, Esq. (206) 447-1 336 



Clean versfpn pfthe afornatlv& lapquaqo for claim W 
Claim 46 (currently amended): A method comprising: 

supporting a human on a support surface, wherein the support surface 
has a seat portion and a back portion; and 

inspecting an area of the human selected from the group consisting of a 
lower spinal region and an anal region by accessing, from behind the human and 
behind the back portion of the support surface, the area of the human through an 
aperture in the support surface. 



Page 3 of 3 



Page 11 of 14 



Appl. No. 10/602,495 

Summary of Telephonic Interview Held on October 18, 2005 and October 19, 2005 
In Reply To Restriction Requirement, dated September 30, 2005 
EQ 110645238 US 

APPENDIX C 



Page 1 of 2 



Mark S. Peloquin 



From: Huynh, Khoa [Khoa.Huynh@USPTO.GOV] 
Sent: Thursday, October 20. 2005 9:35 AM 
To: Mark S. Peloquin 

Subject RE: Telephone Interview for Serial No.: 10/602,495 
Sensitivity: Confidential 

Hi Mr. Peloquin, 

I have looked at the claims in the alterntive language. The claims are fine. 

Khoa Huynh 
Patent Examiner 
571-272^888 

— Original Message — 

From: Mark S. Peloquin [mailto:mark@peJoqulnlaw.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 5:25 PM 

To: Huynh, Khoa 

Cc mark@peloquintaw.com 

Subject: Telephone Interview for Serial No.: 10/602,495 
Importance: High 
Sensitivity: Confidential 

Hello Examiner Huynh: 

Thank you very much for the telephone Interviews yesterday and today. Following up on today's 
conversation, please find attached a file that contains the amendments to claims 46 and 60 that will result 
in removal of the restriction requirement and examination of ail pending claims in the patent application 
referenced above. 

Please reply to this email and indicate that the "alternative language" and "clean version for the alternative 
language" shown for claims 46 and 60 include the amendments that we discussed today. Following your 
reply, I will prepare and file another preliminary amendment in response to the restriction requirement of 
September 30, 2005. 

Regards, 
Mark 

Mark S. Peloquin, Esq. 
PELOQUIN. PLLC 
800 Fifth Avenue, Suite 41 00 
Seattle, WA 98104-3100 

206.447.1336 telephone 
208.251.1699 mobile 
208.770.6562 facsimile 

www. peloqumlaw.com 



Confidential Communication Notice 

The communication contained in this message is confidential and is 

10/20/2005 
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Page 2 

privileged. 

Disclosure, copying, forwarding, or use of the contents of this 
communication, 

except by the intended recipients), is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received 

this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to 
the 

message and then delete it from your computer. Thank you. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
PELOQUIN, PLLC 



Og^2 2 % ZO OS' sf. /Z£^a^ : 

Date MarkS. Peloquin, Esq. £/ 7/ 

USPTO Registration # 50,787 
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